A most pleasant feature of the book is its scope, from rudimentary biochemistry to paleontology and the geologic history of man-a range which ought somewhere to overlap the interest of any student.
As far as style is concerned, Mavor's General Biology has not the liveliness and enthusiasm of Pauli's The World of Life, and certainly not the fine prose of a Borradaile and Potts (The Invertebrata). Sometimes the sentences are choppy and short, which may result from an effort to make statements easy to grasp. One feels that a little polish, even at the cost of some simplicity, would be a definite improvement and would increase for its owner the long-term value of this fine text. The book describes a program which was divided into four Symposia and three Reviews. The former deal largely with what might be called "biological aspects" of poliomyelitis, including the general subject of virology; the Coxsackie group of viruses; and differential diagnostic laboratory tests. The latter or the Reviews, deal with the pathogenesis, patho-physiology, certain aspects of diagnosis and treatment of poliomyelitis with emphasis on the difficult cases, and the after-care, and epidemiology.
There are also 150 pages devoted to the Scientific Exhibits and most of these lend themselves very well to this type of publication in which the editor has been so generous in allowing many pictures and even colored plates.
Difficult as it is to summarize the contents of a variegated program of this kind, it would be a mistake not to indicate that this Conference was marked by one great discovery which has already placed the clinical, epidemiological, and experimental aspects of poliomyelitis on a very different level from that on which it stood in 1948. I refer to the work of Dr. Enders and his group at the Children's Hospital in Boston on the growth of poliomyelitis viruses in tissue cultures. This, as was pointed out in a summary of the events of the Conference, represented a milestone marking the end of one era in poliomyelitis research, namely, the end of "the monkey era."
Other important subjects, many of them new, which were reported at this Conference were: the initiation of the first of a series of serological diagnostic tests which eventually may find wide clinical application; the report of the program on the typing of strains of poliomyelitis virus, which was initiated by the National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis and which has led to a great increase in knowledge regarding the circumstances under which the three different types of poliomyelitis virus occur; and again the introduction of antibody surveys in different populations which have indicated how different the ages may be at which people acquire immunity to poliomyelitis in different communities and the possible epidemiological signifi-cance of this. Another feature of considerable clinical importance concerns the possible unfavorable effect which traumatic stress and certain inoculations may exert on the early stages of acute disease. All of these and other subjects received wide discussion.
Readers of this volume will do well to read carefully the introductory address entitled, "Medical Research and Natural Philosophy" by the great Danish scientist, Niels Bohr, whose remarks can be said to apply to various types of scientific work in general and to the reports in this volume in particular. They remind us that scientific results can only be received in the light of the circumstances under which the results have been obtained, and that, however important and final they may appear as recorded in this or any other similar volume, actually they are only current reports recounting what the up-to-the-minute story is, at this particular time. Any mycologist would be pleased indeed with the abundance of excellent plates which so enrich this text, for they constitute a wealth of gross and microscopic pathologic specimens as well as detailed calonial and morphologic studies of all the pathogenic fungi. While the photographs will benefit the student of mycology as a pictorial review of the pathogenesis of these microorganisms, the volume was written primarily to provide for the clinician a ready reference and basic procedure in elaborating the etiologic agent of a specific fungus infection.
To recall some basic concepts of mycology, the identification and orientation of medical pathogens among the Thallophyta or rudimentary plants are lightly sketched and supplemented by glossary. Against this brief background, which would not be adequate for the neophyte, each fungus of clinical significance is described in relation to the symptoms of the disease followed by the specific procedures for the isolation and identification of the fungus, the mycologic data that can be derived from histologic studies of biopsy and necropsy specimens, and concluding statements concerning the therapy of choice as well as prognosis. Although the volume is replete with formulary, a culture media section, and chapter on bothersome contaminants, the methods described imply a knowledge of techniques familiar to the dermatologist and mycologist, but which may not be in the armamentarium of the average physician. From the viewpoint of stark practicality, therefore, the book is found wanting, but for visualization of the clinical and histologic aspects of fungal disease the "Atlas" is beyond competition.
Despite the realization that black and white photographic plates in lieu of drawings in color are the price of economy, it must not be forgotten that many photographs fail to convey the specific differentiating details intended and are worthless. This serious criticism can be made of several plates demonstrating colonial morphology. If the fungus species cannot be identified from such photographs by the mycologist-and they cannot-the plates will mean nothing to the uninstructed. It would seem that by deleting these few plates and providing the minor additions indicated, the authors would have augmented their great service and extended the usefulness of a truly valuable book.
